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HAT propenſe inclination which is 
for very wife purpoſes implanted 
in the one ſex for the other, is not 
6 only neceſſary for the continuance 
N E wo of the human ſpecies; but is, at 
S the ſame time, when govern'd and 
directed by virtue and religion, productive not 
only of corporeal delight, but of the molt rational 
felicity. 

But if once our carnal appetites are let looſe, 
without thoſe prudent and ſecure guides, there is 
no exceſs and diſorder which they are not liable to 


commit, even while they purſue their natural ſatis- 


faction; and, which may ſeem ſtil! more ſtrange, 
there is nothing monſtrous and unnatural, which 
they are not capable of - inventing, nothing ſo brutal 


and ſhocking which they have not actually com- 


- mitted. 
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(2) 

Of theſe unnatural luſts, all ages and countries 
have afforded us too many inſtances ; but none I 
think more ſurpriſing than what will be found in 
the hiſtory of Mrs. Mary, otherwiſe Mr. George 
Hamilton. 


This heroine in iniquity was born in the Iſle of 
Man, on the 16th Day of Auguſt, 1721. Her fa- 
ther was formerly a ſerjeant of grenadiers in the 
Foot-Guards, who having the good fortune to marry 
a widow of ſome eftate in that iſland, purchaſed 


his diſcharge from the army, and retired thither 


with his wife. 

He had not been long arrived there before he 
died, and left his wife with child of this Mary ; 
but her mother, tho' . ſhe had not two months to 
reckon, could not ſtay till ſhe was delivered, before 
ſhe took a third huſband. 

As her mother, tho' ſhe had three huſbands, ne- 
ver had any other child, ſhe always expreſs'd an ex- 
traordinary affection for this daughter, to whom 
ſhe gave as good an education as the iſland afford- 
ed; and tho? ſhe uſed her with much tenderneſs, 
yet was the girl brought up in the ſtricteſt princi- 
ples of virtue and religion; nor did fhe in her 
younger years diſcover "the leaſt proneneſs to any 
kind of vice, much lels give cauſe of ſuſpicion that 
ſhe would one day diſgrace her ſex by the moſt 
abominable and unnatural pollutions. And indeed 
ſhe hath often declared from her conſcience, that 
no irregular paſſion ever had any place in her mind, 
till ſhe was firit ſeduced by one Anne Fobnſon, a 
neighbour of hers, with whom ſhe had been ac- 
quainted from her childhood; but not with ſuch 
intimacy as afterwards grew between them. 

This Anne Fobnſon going on ſome buſineſs to Bri- 
tal, which detained her there near half a year, be- 
came 


les a... 


a * i 
. ** 


G49 


came acquainted with ſome of the people called 


Methodiſts, and was by them perſuaded to embrace. 


their ſect. 
At her return to the Iſle of Man, ſhe ſoon made 


an eaſy convert of Molly Hamilton, the warmth of 


whoſe diſpoſition rendered her ſuſceptible enough of 
Enthuſiaſm, and ready to receive all thoſe impreſ- 
ſions which her friend the Metbodiſt endeavoured to 
make on her mind. 

Theſe two young women became now inſeparable 
companions, and at length bed-fellows : For Molly 
Hamilton was prevail'd on to leave her mother's 
houſe, and to reſide entirely with Mrs. Jobhnſon, 


whoſe fortune was not thought inconſiderable in 


that cheap country. 

Young Mrs, Hamilton began to conceive a very 
great affection for her friend, which perhaps was 
not returned with equal faith by the other. How- 
ever Mrs. Hamilton declares her love, or rather 
friendſhip, was totally innocent, till the tempta- 
tions of Johnſon firſt led her aſtray. This latter 
was, it ſeems, no novice in impurity, which, as ſhe 
confeſod, ſhe had learnt and often practiced at Bri- 


ſtol with ber methodiſtical ſiſters. 


As Molly Hamilton was extremely warm in her 
inclinations, and as thoſe inclinations were ſo vio- 
lently attached to Mrs. Johnſon, it would not have 
been difficult for a leſs artful woman, in the moſt 
private hours, to turn the ardour of enthuſiaſtic 
devotion into a different kind of flame. 

Their converſation, therefore, ſoon became in 
the higheſt manner criminal, and tranſactions not 
fit to be mention'd paſt between them. 

They had not long carried on this wicked crime 


before Mrs. Jobnſon was again called by her affairs 
to viſit Briſtol, and her friend was prevail'd on to 


accompany her thither. 1 1 
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Here when they arrived, they took up their lodg- 
ings tog ther, and lived in the ſame deteſtable 
manner as before ; till an end was put to their vile 
amours, by the means of one Rogers, a young fel- 
low, who by his extraordinary devotion (for he was 
a very zealous Mei2oarft) or by tome other charms, 
(for he was very jojly and handſome) gained the 
heart of Mrs. Fohnſon, and married her. 

This amour, which was not of any long conti- 
nuance beiore it was brought to a concluſion, was 
kept an entire ſecret from Mrs, Hamilton; but ſhe 
was no fooner informed of it, than ſhe became al- 
moiſt frantic, the tore her hair, beat her breaits, 
and benaved in as outrageous a manner as the fon- 
deft huſband could, who had unexpectedly diſco- 
vered the in fidelity of a beloved wife. 

In the midſt of theſe agonies the received a let- 
ter from Mrs. Zohn/on, in the following words, or 
as ncar them as ſhe can poſſibly remember: 

Dcar Mor.Ly, 

& T Know you wil! condemn what J have now 
6 done; but I condemn myſelf much more for 
„hat I have done formerly: For I take the whole 
& ſhame and guilt. of what hath paſſed between us 
* on _ I was indeed the firit 1:ducer of your 
tor u hich I aſk Gop's pardon and 
& yours, All the amends I can make you, is ear- 
* neitly to beſcrch you, in the name of the Lord, 
% to forſake all ſuch evil courſes, and to follow my 
% example now, as you before did my temptation, 
& and enter as ſoon as you can into that holy ſtate 
„ into which I was yeſterday called. In which, 
tho? I am yet but a novice, believe me, there are 
dc'1ghts i Hnitely ſurpaſſing tne faint endearments 
ud dave expericnc'd together. I ſhall always pray 
5 for you, and continue your friend.” 
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This letter rather increaſed than abated her rage, 
and ſhe reſolved to go immediately and upbraid her 
falſe friend; but while ſhe was taking this reſolution, 
ſhe was informed that Mr. Rogers and his bride were 
departed from Hriſtol by a meſſenger, who brought 
her a ſecorc {:o:t note, and a bill for ſome money 
from Mis. Rogers. 

As ſoon as the firſt violence of her paſſion ſubſided, 
ſhe began to conſult what courſe to take, when the 
ſtrauge!. thought imagnable ſuggeſted itſelt to her 
fancy. This was to {rcls herſelf ir. mens cloaths, 
to embarque for Irelend, and commence Mechodut 
tcacner, 

Nothing remarkable happened to her during the 
reſt ot her - ſtay at Briſtol, which adverſe winds occa- 
ſioned to be a whole week, after ſhe had provided 


herſeit with her dreſs ; but at laſt having procured 


a paſſage, and the wind becoming favourable, ſhe 
ſet ſail for Dublin. 

As the was a very pretty woman, ſhe now appear- 
ed a moſt beautiful youth. A circumſtance which 
had its conſequences aboard the ſhip, and had like 
to have diſcovered her, in the very beginning of her 
adventures. 


There happened to be in the ſame veſſel with this 


adventurer, a Methodiſt, who was bound to the 


ſame place, on the fame deſign with herſelf. 

Thele two being alone in the cabin together, and 
both at their devotions, the man in the extaſy of 
his enthuſiaſm, thruſt one of his hands into the 
other's boſom. Upon which, in her ſurprize, ſhe 
gave ſo effeminate a ſquawl, that it reached the 
Captain's ears, as he was ſmoaking his pipe upon 
deck, Hey day, ſays he, what have we a woman 
in the ſhip! and immediately deſcended intothecab- 
* where he found the two Methodiſts on their 

necs. 


Pox 


(6) 
Pox on't, ſays the Captain, I thought you had 


had a woman with you here; I could have ſworn I 
had heard one cry out as if ſhe had been raviſhing, 


and yet the Devil muſt have been in you, if you 


could convey her in here without my knowledge. 

I defy the Devil and all his works, anſwered the 
He Methodiſt, He has no power but over the 
wicked; and if he be in the ſhip, thy oaths muſt 
have brought him hither : for I have heard thee 
pronounce more than twenty ſince Icame on board 
and we ſhould have been at the botrom before this, 
had not my prayers prevented it. 

Don't abuſe my veſſel, cried the Captain, ſhe is 
as ſafe a veſſel, and as good a failer as ever floated, 
and if you had been afraid of going to the bottom, 
you might have ſtay'd on ſhore and been damn'd. 

The Methodiſt made no anſwer, but fell a groan- 
ing, and that ſo loud, that the Captain giving him 
a hearty curſe or two, quitted the cabbin, and re- 
ſumed his pipe. , 

He was no ſooner gone, than the Methodiſt gave 
farther tokens of brotherly love to his companion, 
which ſoon became ſo importunate and troubleſome 
to her, that after having gently rejected his hands 
ſeveral times, ſhe at laſt recollected the ſex ſhe had 


aſſumed, and gave him fo violent a blow in the no- 


ſtrils, that the blood iſſued from them with great 
Impetuoſity. 

Whether fighting be oppoſite to the tenets of this 
ſect (for 1 have not the honour to be deeply read in 
their doctrines) or from what other motive 1t pro- 
ceeded, I will not determine; but the Methodiſt 
made no other return to this rough treatment, 
than by many groans, and prayed heartily to be de- 
livered ſoon from the converſation of the wicked; 


which prayers were at length ſo ſucceſsful, that, to- 
gether 
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17 
gether with a very briſk gale, they brought the 
veſſel into Dublin harbour. ö 

Here our adventurer took a lodging in a back- 
ſtreet near Sc. Stephen's Green, at which place ſhe 
intended to preach the next day; but had got a 
cold in the voyage, which occaſioned ſuch a hoarſe- 
neſs that made it impoſſible to put that deſign in 

ractice. 

There lodged in the ſame houſe with her, a briſk 
widow of near 40 Years of age, who had buried 
two huſbands, and ſeemed by her behaviour to be 
far from having determined againſt a third expedi- 
tion to the land of matrimony. 

To this widow our adventurer began preſently to 
make addreſſes, and as he at preſent wanted 
tongue to expreſs the ardency of his flame, he was 


obliged to make uſe of actions of endearment, ſuch 


as ſqueezing, kiſſing, toying, &c. 

Theſe were received in ſuch a manner by the 
fair widow, that her lover thought he had ſufficient 
encouragement to proceed to a formal declaration 
of his paſſion. And this ſhe choſe to do by letter, 
as her voice ſtill continued too hoarle for uttering the 
loft accents of love. 

A letter therefore was penned accordingly in the 
uſual ſtile, which, to prevent any miſcarriages, 
Mrs. Hamillon thought proper to deliver with her 
own hands; and immediately retired to give the 
adored lady an opportunity of digeſting the contents 
alone, little doubting of an anſwer agreeable to her 
wiſhes, or at leaſt ſuch a one as the coyneſs of the 
ſex generally dictates in the beginning of an amour, 


and which lovers, by long experience, know pretty 


well how to interpret, 

But what was the gallant's ſurprize, when in re- 
turn to an amorous epiſtle, ſhe read the following 
ſarcaſms, which it was impoſſible for the moſt ſan- 
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(3) 
ouine temper to miſunderſtand, or conſtrue favour- 
ably. 


I, 
« F Was greatly aſtoniſhed at what you put into 


<6 my hands. Indeed I thought, when I took 


& it, it might have been an Opera ſong, and which 
* for certain reaſons I ſhould think, when your 
& cold is gone, you might ſing as well as Farnell, 
from the great reſemblance there is between your 
„ perſons. I know not what you mean by encou- 
„ ragement to your hopes; if I could have con- 
« ceived my innocent freedoms could have been fo 
© miſrepreſented, I ſhould have been more upon 
&* my guard: but you have taught me how to watch 
* my actions for the future, and to preſerve myſelf 
* even from any ſuſpicion of forfeiting the regard 
I owe to the memory of the beſt of men, by any 
“ future choice, The remembrance of that dear 
* perſon makes me incapable of proceeding far- 
ther. 


And ſo firm was this reſolution, that ſhe would 
never afterwards admit of the leaſt familiarity with 
the deſpairing Mrs. Hamilton ,, but perhaps that 
deſtiny which is remarked to interpoſe in all matri- 
monial things, had taken the widow into her pro- 
tection : for in a few days afterwards, ſhe was mar- 
ried to one Jack Strong, a cadet in an Triſh regi- 
ment. 

Our adventurer being ing diſappointed in her 
love, and what is worſe, her money drawing to- 
wards an end, began to have ſome thoughts of re- 
turning home, when fortune ſeemed inclined to 
make her amends for the tricks ſhe had hitherto 
played her, and accordingly now threw another 
Miſtreſs in her way, whole fortune was much ſupe- 
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rior to the former widow, and who received Mrs. 
Hamilton's addreſſes with all the complaiſance ſhe 
could wiſh. | 

This Lady, whoſe name was Ruſbferd, was the 
widow of a rich cheeſe-monger, who left her all 


he had, and only one great grand- child to take care 


of, whom, at her death, he recommended to be 
her Heir; but wholly at her own power and diſcre- 
tion. | 


She was now 1n the ſixty eighth year of her age, 


and had not, it ſeems, entirely abandoned all 


thoughts of the pleaſures of this world : for ſhe was 
no ſooner acquainted with Mrs. Hamilton, but, ta- 
king her for a beautiful lad of about eighteen, ſhe 
caſt the eyes of affection on her, and having pretty 
well outlived the, baſhfulneſs of her youth, made 
little ſcruple of giving hints of her paſſion of her 
own accord, | 

It has been obſerved that women know more of 
one another than the wiſeſt men (if ever ſuch have 
been employed in the ſtudy) have with all their art 
been capable of diſcovering. It is therefore no 
wonder that theſe hints were quickly perceived and 
underſtood by the female gallant, who animadvert- 
ing on the conveniency which the old gentlewoman's 
fortune would produce in her preſent ſituation, very 
gladly embraced the opportunity, and advancing 
with great warmth of love to the attack, is which 
ſhe was received almoſt with open arms, by the 
tottering citadel, which preſeatly offered to throw 
open the gates, and ſurrender at diſcretion. 

In her amour with the former widow, Mrs. Ha- 
milton had never any other deſign than of gaining 
the lady's affection, and then diſcovering herſelf to 


her, hoping to have had the ſame ſucceſs which 


Mrs. Jobhnſon had found with her: but with this old 
lady, whoſe fortune only ſhe was deſirous to poſſeſs, 
fuch views would have afforded very little gratiſi- 
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(1) 
cation. After ſome reflection, therefore, a device 
entered into her head, as ſtrange and ſurprizing, as 
it was wicked and vile ; and this was actually to 
marry the old woman, and to deceive her, by 
means which decency forbids me even to mention. 
The wedding was accordingly celebrated in the 
moſt public manner, and with all kind of gaiety, 
the old woman greatly triumphing in her ſhame, 
and inſtead of hiding her own head for fear of 
infamy,was actually proud of the beauty of her new 
huſband, for whoſe ſake ſhe intended to diſinherit 
her poor great-grandſon, tho' the had derived her 
riches from her huſband's family, who had always 
intended this boy as his heir. Nay, what may 
ſeem very remarkable, ſhe inſiſted on the parſon's 
not omitting the prayer in the matrimonial ſervice 
for fruitfulneſs; dreſt herſelf as airy as a girl of 
eighteen, concealed twenty years of her age, and 
laughed and promoted all the jokes which are uſual 
at weddings : but ſhe was not ſo well pleaſed with 
a repartee of her great-grandſon, a pretty and a 
ſmart lad, who, when ſomebody jeſted on the 


bridegroom becauſe he had no beard, anſwered 


ſmartly : There ſhould never be a beard on both- 
ſides: For indeed the old lady's chin was pretty 
well ſtocked with briſtles. 

Nor was this bride contented with diſplaying her 
ſhame by a public wedding dinner, ſhe would have 
the whole ceremony compleated, and the ſtocking 
was accordingly thrown with the uſual ſport and 
merriment. 

During the three firſt days of the marriage, the 
bride expreſſed herſelf ſo well ſatisfied with her 
choice, that being in company with another old 
lady, ſhe exulted ſo much in her happineſs, that 
her friend began to envy her, and could not forbear 
inveighing againſt effeminacy in men; upon which 
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a difcourſe aroſe between the two ladies, not pro- 
per to be repeated, if I knew every particular ; bur 
ended at the laſt, in the unmarried lady's declaring 
to the bride, that ſhe thought her husband looked 
more like a woman than a man, To which the other 
replied in triumph, he was the beſt man in Ireland. 

This and the reſt which paſt, was faithfully re- 
counted to Mrs, Hamilton by her wife, at their next 
meeting, and occaſioned our young bridegroom to 
bluſh, which the old lady perceiving and regard- 
ing as an effect of youth, fell upon her in a rage 
of love like a tygreſs, and almoſt murdered her 
with kiſſes, | 

One of our Engliſb Poets remarks in the caſe of 
a more able husband than Mrs. Hamilton was, when 
his wife grew amorous in an unſeaſonable time. 


The doctor underſtood the call, 
But bad not always wherewitha!. 


So it happened to our poor bridegroom, who having 
not at that time the wherewithal about her, was 
obliged to remain meerly paſſive, under all this 
torrent of kindneſs of his wife; but this did not 
diſcourage her, who was an experienced woman, 
and thought ſhe had a cure for this coldneſs in her 
husband, the efficacy of which, ſhe might perhaps 
have eſſayed formerly, Saying therefore with a 
tender ſmile to her husband, I believe you are a 
woman, her hands began to move in ſuch direction, 
that the diſcovery would abſolutely have been 
made, had not the arrival of dinner, at that very 
inſtant, prevented it. 

However, as there is but one way of laying the 
ſpirit of curioſity, when once raiſed in a woman, 
viz, by ſatisfying it, ſo that diſcovery, though de- 
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layed, could not now be long prevented. And ac- 
cordingly the very next night, the husband and 


wife had not been long in bed together, before a 


ſtorm aroſe, as if drums, guns, wind and thunder 
were all roaring together. Villain, rogue, whore, 
beaſt, cheat, all reſounded at the ſame inſtant, and 
were followed by curſes, imprecations and threats, 
which ſoon waked the poor great-grandſon in the 
garret; who immediately ran down ſtairs into bis 
great-grandmother*'s room. He found her in the 
midſt of it in her ſhift, with a handful of ſhirt in 
one hand, and a handful' of hair in the other, 
ſtamping and crying, I am undone, cheated, abuſed, 


ruined, robbed by a vile jade, impoſtor, whore. — 


What is the matter, dear Madam, anſwered the 
youth; O child, replied ſhe, undone! I am mar- 
ri-d to one who is no man, My husband? a 


woman, a woman, a woman. Ay, ſaid the grand- 


ſon, where is ſhe? — Run away, gone, ſaid 
the great-grandmother, and indeed ſo ſhe was: 
For no ſooner was the fatal diſcovery made, than 
the poor female bridegroom, whipt on her breeches, 
in the pockets of which, ſhe had ſtowed all the 
money ſhe could, and lipping on her ſhoes, with 
her coat, waiſte-coat and ſtockings in her hands, 
had made the beſt of her way into the ſtreet, leav- 
ing almoſt one half of her ſhirt behind, which the 
enraged wife had tore from her back. 

As Mrs. Hamilton well knew that an adventure 
of that kind would ſoon fill all Dublin, and that it 
was impoſſible for her to remain there undiſcovered, 
ſhe haſtened away to the Key, where by good for- 
tune, ſhe met with a ſhip juſt bound to Dartmouth, 
on board which ſhe immediately went, and failed 


out of the harbour, before her purſuers could find 


out or overtake her, 
She 


( 13) 

She was a full fortnight in her paſſage, during 
which time, no adventure occurred worthy remem- 
brance. At length ſhe landed at Dartmouib, where 
ſhe ſoon provided herſelf with linnen, and thence 
went to Torneſs, where ſhe aſſumed the title of a 
doctor of phyſic, and took lodgings in the houſe of 
one Mrs. Baytree. 

Here ſhe ſoon became acquainted with a young 
girl, the daughter of one Mr. 7Zvytborn, who had 
the green ſickneſs; a diſtemper which the doctor 


gave out he could cure by an infallible no/trum. 


The doctor had not been long intruſted with the 
care of this young patient before he began to make 


love to her: for though her complexion was ſome- 


what faded with her diſtemper, ſhe was otherwiſe 
extreamly pretty. 

This Girl became an eaſy conquelt to the doctor, 
and the day of their marriage was appointed, with- 
out the knowledge, or even ſuſpicion of her father, 
or of an old aunt who was very fond of her, and 


would neither of them have eaſily given their 


conſent to the match, had the doctor been as good 


a Man as the niece thought him. 


At the day appointed, the doctor and his miſtreſs 
found means to eſcape very early in the morning 


from Totneſs, and went to a town called Ahburton 


in Devonſhire, where they were married by qa regular 
Licence which the doctor had previouſly obtained. 
Here they ſtaid two. days at a public houſe, dur- 
ing which time the Doctor ſo well acted his part, 
that his bride had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the le- 


gality of her marriage, or that ſhe had nor got a 


huſband for life. The third day they returned to 


'Totneſs, where they both threw themſelves at Mr. 


Toythorn's feet, who was highly rejoic'd at finding 
his daughter reftor'd to him, and that ſhe was not 
debauched, as he had ſuſpected of her. And being 
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( 14) 


a very worthy good-natur'd man, and regarding 
the true intereſt and happineſs of his daughter more 
than the ſatisfying his own pride, ambition, or ob- 
ſtinacy, he was prevailed on to forgive her, and to 
receive her and her huſband into his houſe, as his 
children, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of the old 
aunt, who declared ſhe would never forgive the 
wanton ſlut, and immediately quitted the houſe, as 
ſoon as the young couple were admitted into it. 
The Doctor and his wife lived together above a 
fortnight, without the leaſt doubt conceived either 
by the wife, or by any other perſon of the Doctor's 
being what he appeared; till one evening the Doc- 
tor having drank a little too much punch, ſlept 
ſomewhat longer than uſual, and when he waked, 
he found his wife in tears, who aſked her hus- 
band, amidit many ſobs, how he could he fo bar- 
barous to have taken ſuch advantage of her igno- 
Trance and innocence, and to ruin her in ſuch a man- 
ner? The Doctor being ſurprized and ſcarce awake, 
aſked her what he had done. Done, ſays ſhe, have 
you not married me a poor young girl, when you 
know, you have not you have not 
what you ought to have. I always thought 
indeed your ſhape was ſomething. odd, and 
have often wondred that you had not the leaſt 
bit of beard; but I thought you had been a man 
for all that, or I am ſure I would not have been fo 
wicked to marry you for the world. The Doctor 
endeavoured to pacify her, by every kind of pro- 
miſe, and telling her ſhe would have all the plea- 


| ſures of marriage without the inconveniences. No, 
no, ſaid ſhe, you ſhall not perſuade me to that, nor 


will I be guilty of ſo much wickedneſs on any ac- 
count. I will tell my Papa of you as ſoon as I am 
up; for you are no huſband of mine, nor will I ever 

| have 


c 


6 

have any thing more to ſay to you. Which reſolu- 
tion the Doctor find ing himſelf unable to alter, ſhe 
put on her cloaths with all the haſte ſne could, and 
taking a horſe, which ſhe had bought a few days 
before, haſtened inſtantly out of the town, and 
made the beſt of her way, thro* bye-roads and a- 
croſs the country, into Somerſelſbire, miſſing Exeter, 
and every other great town which lay in the 
road, | 

And well it was for her, that ſhe ufed both this 


haſte and precaution : For Mr, [vythorn having 


heard his daughter's ſtory, immediately obtained a 
warrant from a juſtice of peace, with which he pre- 
ſently diſpatch'd the proper officers ; and not only 
ſo, but ſer forward himſelf to Exeter, in order to 
try if he could learn any news of his fon-in-law, or 
apprehend her there; till after much ſearch being 
unable to hear any tidings of her, he was obliged 
to ſet down contented with his misfortune, as was 
his poor daughter to ſubmit to all the ill- natured 
ineers of her own ſex, who were often witty at her 


» expence, and at the expence of their own de- 


cency. 
The Doctor having eſcaped, arrived ſafe at Wells 


in Somerſetſhire, where thinking herſelf at a ſafe 
2 diſtance from her purſuers, ſhe again fat herſelf 
2 down in queſt of new adventures. 


She had not been long in this city, before ſhe be- 


came acquainted with one Mary Price, a girl of 
about eighteen years of age, and of extraordinary 
beauty. With this girl, hath this wicked woman 


ſince her confinement declared, ſhe was really as 
much in love, as it was poſſible for a man ever to 

be with one of her own ſex. 
The firſt opportunity our Doctor obtain'd of 
converſing cloſely with this new miſtreſs, was at a 
dancing 
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(16) 


dancing among the inferior ſort of people, in con- 


triving which the Doctor had herſelf the principal 


ſhare. At that meeting the two lovers had an oc- 


caſion of dancing all night together; and the Doc. 


tor loſt no opportunity of ſhewing his fondneſs, as 
well by his tongue as by his hands, whiſpering many 

ſoft things in her ears, and ſqueezing as many ſoft 
things into her hands, which, together with a good 
number of kiſſes, Fc. ſo pleaſed and warmed this 
poor girl, who never before had felt any of thoſe 
tender ſenſations which we call love, that ſhe re- 
tired from the dancing in a flutter-of ſpirits, which 
her youth and ignorance could not well account for 


ot which did not ſuffer her to cloſe her eyes, either 


that morning or the next night. 


The Day after that the Doctor ſent her the fol- 


lowing letter. 


« My Deareſt Molly, 


be Xcuſe the fondneſs of that expreſſion ; for I | 
cc aſſure you, my angel, all I write to you | 
« proceeds only from my heart, which you have | 
ﬆ* ſo entirely conquered, and made your own, that 
* nothing elſe has any ſhare in it; and, my angel, | 
ce could you know what 1 feel when I am writing | 
ce to you, nay even at every thought of my Molly, 
know ſhould gain your pity if not your love; if 
« I am ſo happy to have already ſucceeded in rail- | 
* ing the former, do let me have once more an 
« opportunity of ſeeing you, and that ſoon, that 
« may breathe forth my ſoul at thoſe dear feet, | 
« where I would willingly dic, if I am not ſuffer'd 
<« to lie there and live. My tweeteſt creature, give 
« me leave to ſubſcribe myſelf 


Your fond, dating, 
Undone SL AVE 


a 


a 


for I | 
Oo you * 
have 
„ that 
angel, 


7riting 
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(17) 
This letter added much to the diſquietude which 
before began to torment poor Molly's breaſt, She 


read it over twenty times, and, at laſt, having care- 


fully ſurvey*d every part of the room, that no body 
was preſent, ſhe kiſſed it eagerly. However, as ſhe 
was perfectly modeſt, and afraid of appearing too 
forward, ſhe reſolved not to anſwer this firſt letter; 
and if ſhe met the Doctor, to behave with great 
coldneſs towards him. | 

Her mother being ill, prevented her going out 
that day ; and the next morning ſhe received a ſe- 
cond letter from the Doctor, in terms more warm 
and endearing than before, and which made ſo ab- 
ſolute a conqueſt over the uncxperienc'd and tender 
heart of this poor girl, that ſhe ſuffered herſelf to 
be prevailed on, by the intreaties of her lover, to 
write an anſwer, which nevertheleſs ſhe determin'd 
ſhoald be fo diſtant and cool, that the woman of 
the ſtricteſt virtue and modeſty in England might 
have no reaſon to be aſnam'd of having writ it; of 
which letter the reader hath here an exact copy ; 


SUR, | 
© FT Hat recevd boath your too litters, and ſur I 

1 ham much ſurpriſe hat the loafe you priten to 
„ i:af for fo pur a garl as mee. I kan nut beleef 
« you wul cdeigrace yourlelf by marring ſutch a yf 
* as mee, and Sur I wool nut be thee hore of the 
„ grateſt man in the kuntry, For chof mi vartu 
„ hs all ! haf, yit hit is a potion I ham riſſolv to 
* kare tO mi houtband, ſoe d moor at preſant, 
* trom your umble ſavant io cummand. 


The Doctor received this letter with all the ec- 
ſtaſies any lover could be inſpired with, and, as 
Mr. Congreve ſays in his Old Batchelor, Thought 
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(618) 
there was more eloquence in the falſe ſpellings, with 
which it abounded, than in all Ariſtotle. She now 
reſolved to be no longer contented with this diſtant 
kind of converſation, but to meet her miſtreſs face 
to face, Accordingly that very afternoon ſhe went 
to her mother's houſe, and enquired for her poor 


Molly, who no ſooner heard her lover's voice than 


ſhe fell a trembling in the moſt violent manner. Her 
ſiſter who opened the door informed the Doctor ſhe 
was at home, and let the impoſtor in; but Molly 
being then in diſhabille, would not ſee him till ſhe 
had put on clean linnen, and was arrayed from head 
to foot in as neat, tho' not in ſo fine a manner, as 
the higheſt court lady in the kingdom could attire 
herſelf in, to receive her embroider'd lover. 

Very tender and delicate was the interview of this 
pair, and if any corner of Molh's heart remain*d 
untaken, it was now totally ſubdued, She would 
willingly haye poſtponed the match ſomewhat longer, 
from her ſtrict regard to decency ; but the earneſt- 
neſs and ardour of her lover would not ſuffer her, 
and ſhe was at Jaſt obliged to conſent to be mar- 
ried within two days. 

Her ſiſter, who was older than herſelf, and had 
over-heard all that had paſt, no ſooner perceiv'd 
the Doctor gone, than ſhe came to her, and wiſh- 
ing her joy with a ſneer, ſaid much good may it do 
her with ſuch a huſband; for that, for her own 
part, ſhe would almoſt as willingly be married to 
one of her own ſex, and made ſome remarks not 
ſo proper to be here inſerted. This was reſented 
by the other with much warmth. She ſaid ſhe had 
choſen for herſelf only, and that if ſhe was pleaſed, it 
did not become people to trouble theirheads with what 
was none of their buſineſs. She was indeed ſo ex- 
tremely enamoured, that I queſtion whether ſhe 
| 2 would 
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would have exchanged the Doctor for the greateſt 


and richeſt match in the world. 
And had not her affections been fixed in this ſtrong 
manner, it is poſſible that an accident which hap- 


pened the very next night might have altered her 


mind : for being at another dancing with her lover, 
a quarrel aroſe between the Doctor and a man there 


preſent, upon which the mother ſeizing the former 


violently by the collar, tore open her waſtecoat, 
and rent her ſhirt, ſo that all her breaſt was diſco- 
vered, which, tho” beyond expreſſion beautiful ina 
woman, were of ſo different a kind from the boſom 
of a man, that the married women there ſet up a 
great titter; and tho' it did not bring the Doctor's 
ſex into an abſolute ſuſpicion, yet cauſed ſome whil- 
pers, which perhaps might have ſpoiled the match 
with a leſs innocent and leſs enamoured virgin. 

It had however no ſuch effect on poor Molly. 
As her fond heart was free from any deceit, ſo was 
it entirely free from ſuſpicion 3 and accordingly, 
at the fixed time ſhe met the Doctor, and their nup- 
tials were celebrated in the uſual form, 

The mother was extremely pleaſed at this prefer- 


ment (as ſhe thought it) of her daughter, The joy 


of it did indeed contribute to reſtore her perfectly 
to health, and nothing but mirth and happinels 
appeared in the faces of the whole family. 

The new married couple not only continued, but 
greatly increaſed the fondneſs which they had con- 
ceived for each other, and poor Mol, from ſome 
ſtories ſhe told among her acquaintance, the other 
young married women of the rown, was received as 
a great fibber, and was at laſt univerſally laughed at 
as ſuch among them all. 

Three months paſt in this manner, when the 


Doctor was ſent for to Glaſtonbury to a patient (for 
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the fame of our adventurer's knowledge in phyſic 


began now to ſpread) when a perſon of Totneſs being 


accidentally preſent, happened to fee and know her, 
and having heard upon enquiry, that the Doctor 
was marricd at Wells, as we have above mentioned, 
related the whole ſtory of Mr. [vythorn's daughter, 
and the whole adventure at Totrneſs. | 

News of this kind feldom wants wings ; it reached 
Wells, and the ears of the Doctor's mother before 
her return from Glaſtonbury, Upon this the old wo- 
man immediately ſent for her daughter, and very 
ſtrictly examined her, telling her the great fin ſhe 
would be guilty of, if ſhe concealed a fact of this 
kind, and the great diſgrace ſhe would bring on her 
own family, and even on her whole ſex, by living 
quietly and contentedly with a huſband who was in 
any degree leſs a man than the reſt of his neigh- 
bours. 

Molly aſſured her mother of the falſehood of this 
report; and as it 1s uſual for perlons who are too 
eager in any cauſe, to prove too much, ſhe aſſerted 
ſome things which ſtaggered her mother's belief, and 
made her cry out, O child, there is no ſuch ching 
in human nature. | 

Such was the progreſs this ſtory had made in 
Wells, that before the Doctor arrived there, it was 
in every body's mouth; and as the Doctor rode 
through the ſtreets, the mob, eſpecially tne women, 
all paid the compliments of congratulaiion. Some 
laughed ai cr, others threw dirt at her, and others 
made uſe of terms of reproach not fit to be comme- 
morated. When ſhe came to her own houſe, ſhe 
found her wife in tears, and having aſked her the 
cauſe, was informed of the dialogue which had paſt 


between her and her mother, Upon which the 


Doctor, tho? he knew not yet by what means the 
dif- 
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621) 
diſcovery had been made, yet too well knowing the 
truth, began to think of uſing the ſame method, 
which ſhe had heard before put in practice, of de- 
livering herſelf from any impertinence; for as to 
3 danger, ſhe was not ſufficiently verſed in the laws to 
3 apprehend any. 


In the mean time the mother, at the ſolicitation 
of ſome of her relations, who, notwithſtanding the 
ſtout denial of the wife, had given credit to the 
ſtory, had applied herſelf to a magiſtrate, before 
whom the Totnes man appeared, and gave evidence 
as is before mentioned. Upon this a warrant was 
granted to apprehend the Doctor, with which the 
conſtable arrived at her houſe, juſt as ſne was me- 
ditating her eſcape. 6 

The huſband was no ſooner ſeized, but the wife 
threw herſelf into the greateſt agonies of rage and 
grief, vowing that he was injured, and that the 
information was falſe and malicious, and that ſhe 
was reſolved to attend her huſband wherever they 
conveyed him. 

And now they all proceeded before the Juſtice, 
where a ſtrict examination being made into the af- 
fair, the whole happened to be true, to the great 
ſhock and aſtoniſhment of every body; but more 
eſpecially of the poor wife, who fell into fits, out 
of which ſhe was with great difficulty recovered. 

The whole truth having been diſcloſed before the 
Juſtice, and ſomething of too vile, wicked and ſcan» 
dalous a nature, which was found in the Doctor's 
trunk, having been produced in evidence againſt her, 
ſhe was committed to Bridewell, and Mr. Gold, an 
eminent and learned counſellor at law, who lives in 
thoſe parts, was conſulted with upon the occaſion, 
who gave his advice that ſhe ſhould be proſecuted 
at the next ſeſſions, on a clauſe in the vagrant act, 
for having by falſe and deceitful practices endeavoured 
to impoſe on ſome of bis Majeſty's ſubjets. 4 
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622) 

As the Doctor was conveyed to Bridewell, ſhe 
was attended by many inſults from the mob; but 
what was more unjuſtifiable, was the cruel treat- 
ment which the poor innocent wife received from 
her own ſex, upon the extraordinary accounts 
which ſhe had formerly given of her huſband. 

Accordingly at the enſuing ſeſſions of the peace 
for the county of Somerſet, the Doctor was indicted 
for the abovementioned diabolical fact, and after a 


fair trial convicted, to the entire ſatisfaction of the 


whole court. 


At the trial the ſaid Mary Price the wife, was 


produced as a witneſs, and being aſked by the coun- 
cil, wheiher ſhe had ever any ſuſpicion of the 


Doctor's ſex during the whole time of the court- 


ſhip, ſhe anſwered. poſitively in the negative. She 
was then aſked how long they had been married, to 
which ſhe anſwered three months; and whether they 
had cohabired the whole time together ? to which 
her reply was in the affirmative. Then the council 
aſked her, whether during the time of this cohabi- 
tation, ſhe imagined the Doctor had behaved to her 
as a huſband ought to his wife ? Her modeſty con- 
founded her a little as this queſtion ; but ſhe at laſt 
anſwered ſhe did imagine ſo, Laſtly, ſhe was aſked 
when*it was that ſhe firſt harboured any ſuſpicion 
of her being impoſed upon? To which ſhe anſwer- 
ed, ſhe had not the leaſt ſuſpicion till her huſband 
was carried before a magiſtrate, and there diſcover- 
ed, as hath been ſaid above. | 

The priſoner having been convicted of this baſe 
and ſcandalous crime, was by the court ſentenced to 
be publickly and ſeverely whipt four ſeveral times, 
in four market towns within the county of Somerſet, 
to wit, once in each market town, and to be im- 

riſoned, Sc. | 

Theſe whippings ſhe has accordingly undergone, 

and very ſeverely have they been inflicted, inſo- 
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much, that thoſe perſons who have more regard to 


beauty than to juſtice, could not refrain from exert- 
ing ſome pity toward her, when they ſaw ſo lovely 
a ſkin ſcarified with rods, in ſuch a manner that 
her back was almoſt flead : yet ſo little effect had 
the ſmart or ſhame of this puniſhment on the perſon 
who underwent it, that the very evening ſhe had 
ſuffered the firſt whipping, ſhe offered the goaler 
money, to procure her a young girl to ſatisfy her 
moſt monſtrous and unnatural deſires. 

But it is to be hoped that this example will be 
ſufficient to deter all others from the commiſſion of 
any ſuch foul and unnatural crimes : for which, if 
they ſhould eſcape the ſhame and ruin which chey 
ſo well deſerve in this world, they will be. moſt 
certain of meeting with their full puniſhment in 
the next: for unnatural affections are equally vicious 


and equally deteſtable in both ſexes, nay, if mo- 


deſty be the peculiar characteriſtick of the fair tex, 
it is in them moſt ſhocking and odious to proſtitute 
and debaſe it. 

In order to caution therefore that lovely ſex, 
which, while they preſerve their natural innocence 
and purity, will ſtill look moſt lovely in the eyes 
of men, the above pages have been written, which, 
that they might be worthy of their peruſal, ſuch 
ſtrict regard hath been had to the utmoſt decency, 
that notwithſtanding the ſubject of this narrative be 
of a nature ſo difficult to be handled inoffenſively, 
not a ſingle word occurs through the whole, which 
might ſhock the moſt delicate ear, or give offence to 
the pureſt chaſtity. 
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